CRONDALL PARISH COUNCIL

  MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 19th December 2011 AT 1930 hrs

IN CRONDALL CHURCH ROOMS

Present: Cllrs Argent, Behagg, Bryant, Dorn, Hebbron, Lambert and Wilkinson 
132/11
   Apologies for Absence
Cllr Passmore had sent apologies; the Clerk would arrive late Cllr Dorn reminded Council that there was, effectively, a standing apology from Cllr Simmons of HDC.
133/11
To Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th November 2011

The following amendments had been circulated:

Cllr Behagg had asked for the following amended wording (as underlined) to be inserted at 127/11 from line 6:

He confirmed that if he did not receive this then he would complain about Cllr Lambert’s false accusations to the Standards Board at Hart. Cllr Lambert was given the opportunity to respond but stated he had no comment to make at this time. The Chairman emphasised that at no time had the Parish Council supported these allegations; Cllr Behagg also stated that he had asked for the allegations to be put in writing with evidence; to date this had not been provided. Cllr Lambert complained that he had tried to gather evidence and had asked the Clerk for a list of all payments received for Hook Meadow but he had received no reply. Cllr Argent pointed out that the agreed minutes of 24th October read that Cllr Lambert claimed that he already had “plenty of evidence” to substantiate his claim and, having never disputed the accuracy of those minutes, it was disingenuous of Cllr Lambert to argue that his continued failure to provide any evidence at all was down to any alleged failure by the Clerk’.
Cllr Dorn had asked for his agenda item at 128/11 (f) to be explained more fully:
That FASWG had a meeting regular (term meeting) with HCC to raise issues. He remained concerned that HDC and HCC did not have a strategic & long term plan to deal with the additional demand for education which would be created by the LDF scale of developments.

These amendments were agreed. 6 in favour. 1 objection for each.

134/11  Actions Arising from the Minutes of 28th November 2011

The Chairman went through the action points and asked for comments.
127/11 (Full retraction and apology): Cllr Lambert refused to either retract his statement or apologise. He said he did not see the requirement to do so. In the course of the discussion he also alleged that he had received threatening emails from the Clerk but when asked for details he declined to elaborate. Further discussion was deferred to agenda item 139/11(c)
127/11 (list of payments): Cllr Lambert said he did not have the financial information relevant to the letting of Hook Meadow for February and March; this would be taken up with the Clerk.
128/11c Capital bids for precept: This was on the agenda.
128/11, c, d, h & i had been dealt with and j was covered by agenda item 8f. 
129/11a was being progressed.
Cllr Lambert pointed out that he had not read ‘through the minutes of the FACC’ as these had not yet been published, but that he had spoken to the key points from the FACC meeting. 

135/11 Announcements from the Chairman, Clerk and any Members’ Questions received in advance

There were no announcements, nor members’ questions received.
136/11 District Council Report

There was no District Council report.

137/11 Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interest.
The Clerk arrived at 19.45

138/11 Public Participation in Agenda, item 8: 

139/11  AGENDA ITEMS: 

a)    
i) 11/02517/HOU. The Dormers. Installation of a swimming pool. 

Recommendation: No objection.

Proposed: Cllr Dorn. Seconded: Cllr Wilkinson. Unanimous.


ii) 11/02579/FUL. Land at Junction A287, Bowling Alley. Replacement of dilapidated 
stables 
at land 
south of Mill Lane. (Drakesfield Development Ltd)


Recommendation: No objection, but the Parish Council questions why the “red line” is drawn 
so tightly round just the stables and not the site within which it sits. The Parish Council also 
questions if the Agent and owner names have been transposed.

Proposed: Cllr Argent. Seconded: Cllr Dorn. Unanimous

iii) 11/02356/LBC. The Old Cottage, Dippenhall Street. Erection of a two storey extension. 
(Mr Roberts)

Amended plans had been received which showed the following changes:


1      Amendment to design of the extension - mainly to the front elevation


2      Reduction in the size of the rear conservatory. 


Recommendation: No objection.

Proposed: Cllr Argent. Seconded: Cllr Dorn. 5 in favour, 1 abstention, 1 objection.


iv) 11/02620/LDCEX. Land At Dares Farm, Farnham Road. Application for a Certificate 
of Lawful Development for Existing use & Development in respect of both the erection & use 
of buildings 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11 & 12 for storage (Use Class B8) purposes, with ancillary 
office space, parking & manoeuvring area. (Mr Michael Bristow)


Recommendation: No Comment. But the PC notes that without an explanation as to what issue 
is being addressed it is difficult for the Parish Council to understand why this application is 
being made and hence to offer more informed views.

Proposed: Cllr Argent. Seconded: Cllr Dorn. Unanimous.


v) 11/02635/HOU. Woodside, Mill Lane. Erection of garage and shed following demolition 

of existing garage and shed. (Mr And Mrs David Kilroy).



Recommendation: No objection. Proposed: Cllr Dorn. Seconded: Cllr Argent. Unanimous.
b) 
Update on Planning Appeals and Enforcement Action
  
Cllr Dorn went through his report; there were no comments.
c) 
Crondall Cricket Club
At the previous meeting David Rook, President of Crondall Cricket Club, had addressed the Council asking for a full apology and retraction of Cllr Lambert’s allegations that the Cricket Club had been mis-using Hook Meadow and that it had been a Farnham team, rather than a Crondall team, that had played on 27th July against Wadham & Isherwood. Mr Rook had sent an email on 4th December confirming the Cricket Club would report Cllr Lambert to the Standards Board at Hart if they did not receive an apology and retraction. 
The Chairman asked Cllr Lambert if he had brought the evidence of his allegations which he had claimed to have, to show to the Council. He had not, but protested that Council was confusing at least two issues. He was told that there was no confusion and that this specific issue was clearly to be found in Council minutes. 
The Chairman asked if Cllr Lambert would retract his allegations and apologise to the Crondall Cricket Club. Cllr Lambert’s response was ‘no comment’. 
The Chairman reminded Cllr Lambert that, in the absence of any evidence at all, despite the opportunities he had been given to provide what he had claimed to have, the Council would dissociate itself completely from his allegations. As there had been no evidence or apology provided, it was proposed that the Council write to the Cricket Club fully disassociating itself  from Cllr Lambert’s  allegations and confirming it would support the position the Cricket Club had taken with regards to referring Cllr Lambert to the Standards Board. 
Proposed: Chairman. Seconded: Cllr Argent. 6 in favour, Cllr Lambert against.
d) To review the recent consultation on the cremation area proposals and determine the way forward. 
Cllr Behagg confirmed that the recent findings from the consultation with the village had broadly supported the original paper and proposals put forward by the working group.  As the working group had the support of the village, they would now be confident in taking these proposals forward. Cllr Argent congratulated Cllr Behagg on his excellent paper and work he had undertaken. He proposed the Council accept the paper as it stood and let the working group get on with progressing the matter.  Seconded: Cllr Dorn. There were some concerns raised over the preference of gravel to grass around the tablets. Cllr Lambert moved an amendment to the motion that ‘gravel’ be amended to ‘grass’. Seconded: Cllr Hebbron. 2 in favour, 5 against. The Council then voted on the original motion. 5 in favour. 2 against.
e) To consider the paper ‘Supporting the Groundsman and the Crondall Estate’
Cllr Behagg outlined the paper that had been circulated previously. It was proposed that Council agree (a) to the purchase of a new trailer, (b) to the construction of a small inner office in the tractor shed for the groundsman and (c) that Cllr Argent should draft an amendment to the contract of the groundsman covering the arrangement for the purchase of PPE and cold weather clothing. Proposed: Cllr Behagg. Seconded: Cllr Argent. Unanimous.
f) Precept bids 2012/13 and five year plan 

The following were suggested as items of Capital expenditure:

· Refurbishment of War Memorial

· Multi use games area

· Improvements for street parking within the parish

· Snow plough on tractor

· Ideas for the Jubilee and commemorations

It was agreed that discussions about the Diamond Jubilee and possible contributions from the Parish Council would be considered as a separate agenda item at the following meeting.

g) Localism Act 
Cllr Lambert brought this to the attention of Council. The Clerk confirmed that there was still discussions taking place over certain clauses and while some were due to come into force shortly, there was more consultation due to take place. It was agreed that this would be an ongoing agenda item.
h) On street parking within the parish
Cllr Lambert raised concerns about parking problems within the parish. It was proposed that Cllr Lambert might consider setting up a suitable working group from the village to address such issues. Cllr Lambert agreed to think about it and to report back to the Council, at the next meeting, with any proposals he might have.
140/11
PARISH COUNCIL REPORTS:

a) 
Estates

Cllr Behagg went through his report. He confirmed there would be a notice placed on the website advertising the fallen tree on Hook Meadow and inviting residents to help themselves to the wood. The football pavilion had now been cleaned and he was also looking into quotes for the refurbishment of the war memorial.
b) 
Memorial Applications and Burials. 

There had been no applications or burials this month.

c) 
Finance Report 

It was agreed the finance report be adopted. Proposed: Chairman. Seconded: Cllr Argent. Unanimous.

141/11 Correspondence

There were no comments on correspondence.
142/11    Any Other Business
Cllr Behagg pointed out that the Clerk had sent a letter to Cllr Lambert on 7th November regarding his website. He noted the website had been taken down but none of the inaccuracies on it had been corrected beforehand. He asked that this be put on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting. 
Cllr Lambert asked why the agenda for the current meeting had not been on the Council’s website when he had checked first thing this morning. Cllr Dorn asked why, if  Cllr Lambert had been aware of this omission since then, he had failed to bring it to the Clerk’s or any other Cllr’s attention at the time, but had waited to raise it at the meeting.  Cllr Lambert did not respond.
The meeting was declared closed at 20.55.

Minutes accepted as a true record:
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